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who were the Queen's faithful and devoted ad- CHAP.
herents, and however low the moral sense had then v^^l^
sunk in so many of the gentry of Scotland, yet the 1567-
conduct which they are said now to have shown can
only be understood of a part of them on the supposi-
tion that they really did not know at the time Both-
well's share in Darnley's murder. Afterwards, for
the first time, when it was wished to give the affair
the appearance of having been submitted to only as
a matter of necessity, the assertion was put forth on
the other side that the place where the banquet was
held was surrounded by two hundred arquebusiers,
and that therefore only Earl Hew Eglintoii was
able to escape without subscribing. The whole
occurrence, almost as strange, reminds us of the
bond which, at the well-known similar banquet at
Pilsen, was afterwards subscribed by the adherents
of Wallenstein, and in which the guests likewise
promised not by any means to separate their cause
from his, to give him the last drops of their blood,
and to prosecute every one acting otherwise as a
perfidious and infamous person.1 Of Wallenstein's
forty-two colonels, who, on the 12th January 1634,
subscribed the bond at Pilsen, there were, as is well
known, not a few natives of Scotland.

What took place at " Ainslie's Supper" could
certainly not long remain a secret.    And when Mary

clochter   (Rcgistrum   Honoris   de     still held to be valid, it must he
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ters of the Earldom of Morton, with     either have signed the document in

other original Papers, Ed in. 1853,     question before his departure, or

4to, i. 17),but on the 19th April it is     have   empowered   some  other to

expressly said in one of the Acts     sign it in his behalf,
of Parliament of this day, that he

wa,s then out of the kingdom of        l Hurtur, Wallfinstfiwis viar hide,

Scotland.    If notwithstanding, in     Lebensjdhrc.   Wicn, 1862, pp. 364-

this instance, the list of Cecil is     366.